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SAUDI ON
THE MOVE

With a US$2billion

investment into tourism,

Saudi is climbing the ranks of

must-visit travel destinations
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Picturesque beaches,
excellent seafood, and luxury
hotels make up modern Saudi
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Road trips are the greatest
way to explore a country,
and Saudi’ s no different -
plan and pack smartly
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Explore one of these
popular road trips
across Saudi

There’s plenty to discover in
Saudi’s diverse lands, from
diving to climbing
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Riyadh skyline

SAUDI: THE BEST KEPT
SECRET ON THE GLOBAL
TOURISM SCENE

With a US$2billion investment into tourism, Saudi is climbing
the ranks of must-visit travel destinations

audi - it’s certainly
not the first place
that springs to
mind when one
thinks of a beach break or a
hiking adventure. A country
renowned for its Islamic
heritage and strict religious
protocols, until quite recently
probably appeared quite
intimidating to outsiders.

But in actual fact, it is
probably one of the best kept
secrets on the world tourism
map. Not for long though.

“You're getting
ethical hotels
that are fully
sustainable
from an
energy point
of view.”

The Saudi government
has initiated an aggressive
investment plan to ramp up
its tourism and bring more
visitors to its shores. By 2030
it is aiming to increase annual
tourism stays to 100m from
a baseline of 41m in 2019 and
is looking to grow tourism'’s
share of the country’'s GDP
to 10 per cent from three per
cent over the same period.
Between June 2020 and
September 2021, the Saudi
Tourism Development Fund
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(TDF) deployed SAR2bn
(US$533.3m) of capital

to finance quality tourism
projects with a total value of
around SAR6bn (US$1.6bn).
The remaining SAR4bn ($1.06
billion) has come from private
sector investments.

During the 18-month
period ending 30 September
2021, TDF enabled projects
located in nine major tourist
destinations within Saudi,
covering sectors such as
accommodation, shopping,
tourism experiences and
activities, and entertainment
facilities, among others. These
projects will add an estimated
3,500 rooms and 21,000 jobs
over the next three years.

Then in November, the
Saudi Tourism Authority at
the World Travel Market inked
five new deals with travel
partners to boost global
awareness of the country as a
tourist destination.

At the time of the
announcement Fahd
Hamidaddin, CEO of the
Saudi Tourism Authority,
explained that the Covid
pandemic demonstrated that
the global tourism sector is
not just interconnected but
interdependent and that the
country would move to build
partnerships and position
itself as a leading global
leisure tourism destination.

Speaking to Abdulla, head
of marketing at Wild Frontier
Adventure Travel, Michael
Pullman, says he’s been
amazed by the sheer scale of
building in the country and
says the investments from the
Saudi government have come
at a good time, adding they
will continue to draw people
into the country even once
the “newness” wears off.
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SWIFT STATS:

US$533.3m - The
amount of capital
the Saudi Tourism
Development Fund
has invested in
quality tourism
projects between
June 2020 and
September 2021.

100m people target
in annual tourism
stays by 2030.

“It’s not every day
you get to build a tourist
infrastructure from scratch
and get to do it very
differently to the way it was
done many moons ago. You're
getting ethical hotels that
are fully sustainable from an

energy point of view. They’'ve
had the best designers come
and build museums using the
latest technologies. They are
investing so much in making
sure the stuff they build is
cutting-edge and some of the
hotels are so impressive. And
that will stand them in good
stead. Even once the novelty
wears off, they will still have
some amazing hotels and
museums and really well laid
out sites for people to visit.”

While Riyadh, the capital
and financial hub of the
nation, has all the buzz you'd
expect from a big city, it is
also home to one of Saudi’s
UNESCO Heritage Sites, truly
a marriage between medieval
and millennial.

Jeddah on the other hand,
has a little something for
everyone; home to another
UNESCO World Heritage Site,



it is increasingly drawing art
lovers in thanks to its vibrant
art scene. And its coastal
location makes it ideal for a
short beach break.

Dammam is famous for
much of the same and is fast
becoming a favourite among
divers and snorkelling fans
with its vast and colourful
coral reefs.

It is the ideal location for
a family break given you get
the best of both worlds -
beach in the day and city
by night.

The more adventurous
benefit from excursions to
mountainous regions like
Al Baha where they can go
camping or hiking on the Al
Shada mountain.

And the city of AlUla
continues to draw in the
cultural traveller, with
its stunning natural rock

“Road trips
are a favoured
way to travel,
allowing you
to stumble
across hidden
gems.”

formations which have
become the backdrop of the
Desert X AlUla live art festival.
Head away from the main
cities, often populated by
tourists, you uncover a series
of gems from the Al Ahsa
Qasis to the rose plantations
of Taif and the white beaches,
turquoise waters, and craggy
mountain peaks of the
Fanateer Beach in Al Jubail.
“It’s a surprising country.
People have this view of it
being largely desert but then
you have the spectacular rock
formations,” says Pullman,
adding that across Saudi
you'll find bustling markets
and exquisite dining options,
whether local or international.
Jeddah is his favourite, a
cultural melting pot of sorts.
Road trips are fast
becoming a favoured way to
travel, allowing you to stop-

start at your own convenience
and stumble across hidden
gems you might not
necessarily get should you
travel by air.

But tour operators across
the country are also seeing a
spike in bookings.

The chairman of the Saudi
Tours Group, Mohamed Abou
El Wafa, told Time Out that a
tour operator is “a must” to
enjoy a complete holiday in
the country, pairing visitors
with local guides to show
them “the real Saudi”.

“Without these guides
it would be very difficult
because of the language
and cultural barriers,” he
says, adding that visitors to
Saudi must not leave without
seeing five key sites: Hegra,
Rijal Almaa, Elephant Rock,
Jeddah and its Corniche and
Old Riyadh.

Wild Frontier tours offer a
group trip to the country that
is proving popular and covers
the main highlights such as
Jeddah, AlUla, Hegra and the
capital Riyadh.

“It’s a complex country so
having a guide to shed light
on everything from cultural
etiguettes to the way the
system works - all those
things really help.

You'll get so much more
from your trip. You’re more
likely to meet locals and
people around the town like
the guide we had in Jeddah.
They’ll take you to local
places to eat and you just
learn so much more about
the culture and country with
a guide. Without one you
are just looking at the sites
but not learning much about
the heritage behind them, or
what everyday life in Saudi is
really like.”
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RIYADH

The culturally-rich capital city doesn’t disappoint with its chic
shopping, world-class dining and entertainment for all the family

Riyadh skyline

-~ audi Arabia’s capital,
Riyadh, has a unique
and diverse culture; its

Q" population expanding
by 6.5m over the last 40
years - 64 per cent of them
Saudi citizens. Many expats
from across the world live
and work in the city which is
a cultural hotpot of medieval
and millennial; a place where
the nation’s roots can be
traced on the one hand, on
the other, you can visualise its
bright and bold future.
Bustling, colourful sougs
fill the city alongside historic
buildings such as the Al
Musmak Castle and the Al
Murabba’a Historical Palace.
It is also home to one of
Saudi’'s UNESCO Heritage
Sites, the At-Turaif District in
ad-Diriyah, the first capital of

the Saudi Dynasty. Together
with the historical sites, the
city boasts some of the most
magnificent skyscrapers

in the region such as the
302m-high Kingdom Centre
with a sky bridge connecting
two towers

Riyadh is teeming with fine
dining restaurants including
renowned names like Nobu
and Vineet Bhatia. Malls are
a plenty as are designer
boutiques including Mira Y
Mano, which stocks a diverse
haul of Arab and Saudi
designers.

It's growth in cultural
diversity is what it has fast
become famous for. The
capital hosts some of the
best boutique arthouses such
as the Naila Art Gallery that
exhibited the work of regional

artists like the Egyptian
painter Farouk Hosny and
the postmodern Syrian
expressionist Ahmad Moualla
The King Abdullah Park is
also lovely to visit with huge
green grounds for children to
play in, shopping stalls and
dancing fountains.

The best time to visit
Riyadh is in the winter when
top temperatures are in the
low 20s. Summer can see
highs of 44-degrees C. It's
also important to mention
that many attractions don't
operate western business
hours, instead opening early
morning and closing mid-
afternoon to reopen later until
around midnight.

Certain sites will also be
closed on Fridays so be sure
to check ahead.
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The Ritz-Car

5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

Four Seasons Hotel

Soaring over the city in the
iconic Kingdom Tower sits the
Four Seasons Hotel Riyadh.
Redesigned interiors bring
authentic Saudi heritage
and craftsmanship to life,
while the hotel's experienced
team provides a bespoke
stay through thoughtful,
personalised service and
world-class hospitality.

The hotel features a spa,
24hr in-room dining and
standard wi-fi. It is close to
key business areas, shopping
centres and cultural sites
Kingdom Centre,
WWW.fourseasons.com,

(+966 11 211 5000)

Fairmont Riyadh

The five-star Fairmont Riyadh
is the local hub to cater to the
needs of all types of travellers.
The hotel boasts an elegantly
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designed 298 guest rooms
and suites.

It prides itself on attention
to detail with luxurious
bathrooms where the luxe
toiletries are provided by Le
Labo. Other highlights include
high-speed internet and
state-of-the-art entertainment
system.

Qurtubah area, www.fairmont.
com, (+966 11 826 2626)

The Ritz-Carlton Riyadh
Lush with 600-year-old olive
trees, landscaped gardens
and swaying palms, The
Ritz-Carlton, Riyadh is one
of those luxury hotels that
completely envelopes its
discerning guests in majestic
surroundings and discreet,
attentive service.

The five-star hotel features
492 guest rooms and suites
including two-bedroom Royal
suites and one-bedroom
Executive suites, an indoor
heated pool with garden

views and a collection of
dining experiences serving
international cuisine.

Al Hada area, www.ritzcarlton.
com, (+966 11 802 8020)

Burj Rafal Riyadh

The modern Burj Rafal Hotel
Riyadh offers a fitness centre,
spa, two swimming pools and
free WiFi in all areas.

Marble bathrooms and
sleek interiors with floor to
ceiling views of the city make
this hotel-stay memorable.
Each air-conditioned suite
includes a living area with a
flat-screen TV, desk, tea and
coffee making facilities and a
minibar. Riyadh Exhibition

Centre is a 15-minute drive
away. King Abdullah Financial
District is a 3-minute drive
and Riyadh International
Airport is 27 minutes away
by car.

Sahafa District, www.marriott.
com, (+966 11 511 7777)

Centro Waha, Al Muruj
With a convenient location on
Olaya Street in the Al Murooj
district, the hotel is adjacent
to the King Abdullah financial
district with easy access to
the city’s central business
areas

The hotel is also just 20
minutes away from King
Khalid International Airport.
Centro Waha features a
stylish lobby lounge, which
nicely complements the
sociable, relaxed atmosphere.

It has high-speed wireless
internet connection, an
all-day dining restaurant, a
Japanese-Sushi restaurant, a
takeaway deli shop open 24
hours daily, a gymnasium and
rooftop pool.
Al Marooj district, www.rotana.
com, (+966 11297 5777)



Nofa

5 UNMISSABLE
THINGS TO DO

Diriyah
Diriyah's history dates back
thousands of years, once an
ancient trade and pilgrimage
route and a meeting spot for
travellers from Asia, Africa
and Europe. Excitingly, it is
home to At-Turaif, a UNESCO-
listed site since 2010 with
ruins of mud-brick houses
connected by narrow alleys.
The landmark has been
closed since receiving its
UNESCO designation but
can be viewed externally.
A reopening of the project
is scheduled for 2022/23
when visitors will be able to
walk through the ruins and
museums inside.

Go on a Saudi Safari

Rise early for a game drive
as part of the Nofa Safari
experience where you can

SWIFTSTATS:

6.5 million -

increase in Riyadh’s
population over the
last forty years.

see a large number of animals
including hippos, giraffe and
wildebeest amid a backdrop
of golden sands which span
for miles into the horizon. The
lodge-style resort doubles as
a conservation project.
www.nofaresorts.com

Shop at Souq al Zal

and Taibah Souq

Immerse yourself in traditional
Saudi culture by visiting Souq
al Zal where the scent of oud

consumes the air.

The location has been open
since 1901. In it you can find
antiques, ceremonial swords
and patterned carpets.

Fridays see crowds gather
in the central plaza for the
auction of the week. Taibah
Souq is another must-visit
shopping area, famous for
its row upon row of sparkly
diamond and gold stores.

Shop local and luxury
Mira Y Mano is a designer
focused mall centred
around local designers and
specialising in ethically-
sourced offerings.

The location features
curated collections from
designers including Maha
Galayani and Jeddah-born
jewellery designer Lillian
Ismail. For those on the hunt
for global designer brands,
Riyadh is home to several
concept stores

Rubaiyat, at Stars Avenue
Mall, is where you'll find big
name designers such as
Emporio Armani and Elie
Saab. The RUFF Boutique
showcases limited edition
Yeezy trainers as well as cult
Saudi labels like Not Boring.

Dine Saudi style:
While Riyadh has a vibrant
food scene including the
Michelin-star Nobu and
Vineet Bhatia’s Maharaja
East, undoubtedly one of the
best ways to experience the
culture of the city fully is via
its local cuisine. In Najd village
you can sample authentic
recipes such as kabsa, jareesh
and hashi. If fusion is your
thing, contemporary takes on
Saudi cuisine can be found at
Takya and Suhail.

At Al Masaa Café in
Olaya, which claims to be
one of the city’s biggest
coffee shops, you can enjoy
traditional coffee alongside a
comprehensive dining menu.
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JEDDAH

The Red Sea city offers a burgeoning art scene, exceptional
diving experiences and fantastic food to discover

ome to a UNESCO
World Heritage
site, this beautifully
cultured and
complex city with its stone
walkways and ancient
coral stone houses tells an
intriguing tale of art, history
and culture at its core
Aside from a thriving cultural
scene, the year-round warm
city offers an array of unique
excursions, but is mostly

Naila Art Gallery
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known for its breathtaking
diving in the Red Sea that
offers divers and snorkellers
alike a front-row seat to its
spectacular coral reefs.
Jeddah attracts both
individuals - interested in
immersing themselves in
the ancient history of the
city - and families, thanks to
attractions like the scream-
inducing rollercoasters at
the Al Shallal Theme Park

(www.alshallal.com) and the
serene blue waters at the
Fakien Aguarium which is
home to the myriad creatures
populating the Red Sea.

The city also houses
some of the coolest lifestyle
concept stores showcasing
local Saudi brands, such as
the sibling-founded Grey
Collective store which sells
modern Saudi leather slippers
and home-grown treats like
Honest KSA can be enjoyed
at the coffee bar.

The Red Sea Mall offers
an unparalleled shopping
experience with a floor area
of 242,000sgm lined with
international fashion brands,
set near the picturesque
waterfront

When it comes to food,
Jeddah’s coastal location can
only mean one thing - fresh
seafood.

The Central Fish Market
comes to life at dawn with
fresh seafood finds on display
at over 100 stalls. It's noisy,
but great fun!

The city also has a
burgeoning art scene with
several galleries including
Athr Gallery which features
the works of several
contemporary Saudi artists
and the Darat Safeya Binzagr
gallery, home to the life’s
work of the Jeddah artist
Safeya Binzagr, the first
Saudi woman to hold a solo
exhibition back in 1968.



“The city has a burgeoning art
scene with several galleries.”

I IR
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InterContinental Jeddah
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5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

InterContinental Jeddah
Enjoy breath-taking views of
the Red Sea front and King
Fahad’s Fountain. The hotel
is nestled in a prime location
close to Jeddah business
centres and top attractions
such as Al Balad, shopping
malls and historical sites.

It is also in proximity of the
King Abdulaziz International
Airport. Guests can enjoy
elegant rooms and suites, the
fitness centre and the array of
dining outlets
Al hamra corniche, www.ihg.
com, (+966 12 229 5555)

Park Hyatt Jeddah Hotel
This 5-star resort in the Al
Hamra District is situated
in beautiful and tranquil
landscaped gardens on the
seashore of Jeddah’s
Corniche with unparalleled
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views of the Red Sea and
King Fahad fountain, and is
minutes away from Jeddah'’s
central business district.

It also features an exclusive
therapeutic aqua medic
pool that uses water to help
reduce and soothe away
muscle tension, encourage
circulation and relieve stress.
It also boasts several on-site
dining experiences where
you can sample local and
multinational cuisines.

Al Hamra, www.hyatt.com,
(+966 12 263 9666)

Shada Hotel

Looking for a more budget-
friendly way to experience
Jeddah? Shada is a boutique
hotel company that delivers
curated lodging experiences
from the sleek, to the
convenient. It embodies the
Saudi Southern heritage of its
owners in all its features from
the welcome phrase printed

on one of its walls to the
intoxicating scent of Saudi
coffee that fills the air.

Shada has two branches, one
in Al Salama and the other
in Al Shati, both of which are
near prominent landmarks,
such as King Abdulaziz
International Airport, Red Sea
Mall and Arab Mall.
www.shadahotelsalama.sa-
Jeddah, (+966 55 639 9188)

Narcissus Hotel and Spa
For families visiting Jeddah
with small children, a resort
offers an all-encompassing
stay and is often a more
convenient option.

The luxury Narcissus hotel
is located on the coast and
offers views of Jeddah'’s north
coast. It comes complete with
a sandy beach, a kid’s pool,

a pool for men directly on

the seaside, and an indoor
women'’s pool. It offers a
series of rooms and amenities
and a comprehensive list of
international dining options
including an Italian and

an Argentine restaurant.
Narcissus also boasts one of
the city’s largest spas if you're
after a bit of R&R.
www.narcissusobhur.com,
(+966 92 000 0777)

Local stays

If you want to truly see
Jeddah through the eyes of a
local, why not consider a fully
furnished room in the house
of a resident?

Here, you can enjoy local
food and learn the rich history
of the city first-hand. Or
choose a studio apartment
which offers more privacy but
still gives you the opportunity
to explore Jeddah from a
local viewpoint
www.gathern.co



5 UNMISSABLE
THINGS TO DO

King Fahd Fountain

Truly unmissable, the King
Fahd Fountain is a 30-year-
old monument in the
middle of the Red Sea. It is
312-metres high.

On the adjacent Al hamra
corniche are several kiosks,
cafes and restaurants where
you can sample local food
and drink. The best place to
catch a view of the fountain
is the Jeddah Corniche which
is accessible from across the
Ritz Carlton. Stop for a bite at
Café Aroma one of the oldest
Italian eateries in Jeddah.

Tayebat Museum
For a more historical look at
Jeddah, the Tayebat Museum
offers insight into the city’s
2,500-year-old history.
Located in the Al Faisaliyah
district, the museum re-
creates the traditional Hejazi
architecture of the old city
- bay windows overlaid with
detailed wooden lattice work
and coral masonry.

Inside, the museum
displays artefacts which tell
the history of Islam, including

an intricately modelled
recreation of the pilgrimage
to Makkah.

Hub 27.1

One of the most popular
concept stores in the city, Hub
271 offers an eclectic mix of
home-grown fashion brands
and indie products, Saudi
street style essentials, and
cult, quirky collectibles.

The contemporary interior
of Hub 271 will appeal to
urbanists on the hunt for a
mix of local and international
brands. Enjoy sampling some
of the delicious fragrances
and check out the folio of
fashion options, including
some international designers,
and also Saudi urbanwear.

Jeddah Fish Market

One of those must-try-once-
in-your-lifetime sorts of
opportunities. Loud, vibrant,
immersive is probably the
most apt way to describe this
experience. The distinctive
blues and whites of the fish
market against a backdrop of
the centuries-old port makes
for a picturesque scene.
Witness 100-plus sellers
barter with eager buyers who
then take their catches of the

Tayebat Museum

“Hejazi cuisine
IS Not just
about the
food - it’s a
story of rich
culture and
heart-warming
hospitality.”

day to an army of workers
where they are cleaned and
prepared for market.

The market has an on-site
restaurant which means you
can enjoy your freshly caught
fish in real time. Experience
local favourites from the
red grouper ('najil’) and the
Napoleon wrasse (‘tarabani’),
to sea bass, tuna, calamari,
crab and lobster. Once a
global trading hub that used
to welcome pilgrims heading
to Makkah and Madinah is
now the region’s second
largest seaport.

Eat local

Hejazi cuisine is not just about
the food - it is a story of rich
culture and heart-warming
hospitality. Eating in one of
the local restaurants will allow
you to experience it at its
most authentic.

Check out Taibat Al Hijaz
where the speciality is its
Hejazi breakfast platters,
which include shakshuka,
kebdah, and masoub. The
restaurant has over 30
locations countrywide and is
a favourite among locals.
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KHOBAR,

DAMMA

Picturesque beaches, excellent seafood, and luxury hotels

ocated in the eastern

province of Saudi in

the heart of Dhahran

is Khobar. The city is
a commercial and industrial
centre lying in a valley on
the main road to Jordan. Its
spectacular corniche is lined
with an array of international
and local eateries overlooking
the Arabian Gulf. The seafront
promenade is an extension
of Half Moon Bay through
Aziziya Beach, and stretches
to the city of Dammam.
Lush greens are plenty as
are the stunning sea views
The waterfront is surrounded
by landscaped gardens and
dancing fountains. Avid
Instagrammer? This is the
place you want to be.

The Jawzaa Algahtay
mosque is worth visiting. A
magnificent white structure
which sits along the seafront.
It's just as stunning at night
when its arches are floodlit,
which contributes to the
glittering skyline.

Half Moon Bay is around
a 25-minute drive away from
Dammam. It was once a stop
for Arab traders from the
Gulf area and now attracts
many recreation seekers. The
entrances to the cove are
shallow and peaceful, and the
high salt content makes for

await you in Khobar

e in Dammam

effortless floating.

On offer are exciting
watersports including jet-
skiing, diving, flyboarding
and parasailing. Or for a less
thrill-seeking way to take in
Khobar, consider catching
the sunset on a private boat
trip, or simply enjoy a nice
book and cool beverage
while sunbathing on the
golden sands overlooking the
water. Venture beyond the
beach and there are plenty
of exciting things to see in
Khobar, such as the Sultan

Bin Abdulaziz Science &
Technology Center (SciTech),
the Aramco Exhibit - a
museum which delves into
the country’s fascinating oil
industry, and even an IMAX
theatre for cinema junkies
There is also the A-Rashid
Mall, one of the first malls
in the modern era of Saudi,
giving you an insight into
what Saudi was like during
the 90s. There is a fun water
fountain show every evening,
providing the ideal interlude
to keep kids entertained.
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5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

Aloft Dhahran

Modern, fun, fresh. With 262
rooms, the Aloft Dhahran
offers bright, breezy spaces
to relax. There’s free wi-fi
and a 24 hour Aloft café for
a quick bite or beverage.
The W XYZ bar allows the
opportunity to mingle over a
drink and snack.

Looking to relax? The
hotel has an outdoor pool to
laze by. Or for the inquisitive,
nearby attractions include the
Mall of Dhahran and Dhahran

Technovalley ready to explore.

www.marriott.com, (+966 13
816 4444)

Le Méridien Al Khobar
This classy hotel is located
along the corniche and is
in the centre of the city’s
business district. It features
333 guest rooms with
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spectacular views of the
Arabian Gulf.

The hotel has three
dining venues, an outdoor
pool, a fitness centre, tennis
courts and extensive health
and leisure facilities. Le
Méridien Al Khobar offers
complimentary continental
breakfast, snacks, beverages
and newspapers.
www.marriott.com, (+966 13
896 9000)

Dana Beach Resort
Idyllically set in the
spectacular Half Moon Bay,
DBR serves up a slice of
serenity. The stunning resort
comprises 111 contemporary
and elegantly appointed
family villas, hosted in an
environment bountiful in
beautiful beaches, landscaped
gardens and the warm
glistening waters of the
Arabian Gulf.

The hotel offers a

ladies’ spa and club and
opportunities for water
sports activities. It has a
comprehensive dining offer
from Lebanese to traditional
Arabic and Asian cuisine and
a casual diner.

www.dbr.sa, (+966 13 899
9900)

Braira Al Azizya Resort

This resort features a private
beach area and water sports
facilities and is located 3.2km
from Sunset Marina.

Half Moon Bay is 12.9km
from Braira Al Azizya Hotel
& Resort, and Al Rashid Mall
is 16.1km away. Each room
is air conditioned and fitted
with a flat screen TV. The
accommodation features a
gym, swimming pool and a
children’s pool area.
www.brairahotels.com, (+966
92 000 0555)

Sofitel Al Khobar
Set a six-minute walk from
the Khobar’s corniche,
this high-end hotel is 7km
from the King Fahd Grand
Mosque and 16 km from the
Rolling Hills Golf Course. The
spectacular lobby features
dazzling panoramic elevators
overlooking the Arabian Gulf
and the seaside promenade.
Luxury is key at this hotel,
located in the heart of the
vibrant city of Khobar with
its thriving business district.
Amenities include free Wi-
Fi. The location is minutes
away from Khobar’s bustling
business district, the thrills
of Prince Mohammed bin
Fahd Amusement Park,
and boating pleasures at
Half Moon Bay. The Mall of
Dhahran is also close by.
www.all.accor.com, (+966 13
881 7000)



5 UNMISSABLE
THINGS TO DO

Promenade walk
If you're all about sea views,
it doesn’t get much better
than those from the corniche,
a favourite place for Khobar’s
keen runners. Visible from the
corniche is the famous Water
Tower which rises out of the
azure waters, occupying a
man-made island of its own.
There are lots of places to
grab a bite to eat, whether
traditional Middle Eastern
cuisine is your preference or
something international, you
won't be short of options.

Swim at Half Moon Beach
Touted “the most perfect
place to swim in Saudi”, the
picturesque Half Moon Beach
- owned by Saudi Aramco - is
ideal for water-lovers.
Starting just after the

r in Khobar

Azizya area of Khobar, the
waters are calm and serene,
the sands are white.

There are also plenty of
cafés and restaurants for a
post-swim refuel.

Desert Designs
After a souvenir of your trip?
Look no further than Desert
Designs which has a wide
range of traditional products
form tribal Bedouin arts and
crafts, to more contemporary
design pieces.

If art is your thing, there is
a contemporary art gallery
which showcases the work of
local artists. Oh, and there’s
a cute café serving gourmet
teas and coffees too.
www.desertdesigns.com

Golden Belt Walk:
Looking for somewhere to
pass the time, the Golden
Belt Walk in the centre of

Khobar is ideal. Still facing
the waterfront but with
several grassy spots and
palm trees, it continues to
offer a peaceful escape from
the chaos of city life. Pack

a picnic and settle down to
soak in the surroundings

The Alfan Sharqy Urban

Art Exhibit in Bayoniya

The historic Bayoniya
neighbourhood was
revamped in 2018 by a small
group of budding Saudi
artists. The streets were
turned into a giant graffiti
canvas. Dubbed Alfan Sharqgy
meaning ‘Art is eastern’,

the exhibit was organized

by Dawi Gallery, under the
sponsorship of Princess Abeer
bint Faisal Al Saud, and saw
six of the area’s traditional
houses transformed by a
rainbow of murals, calligraphy,
and abstract designs.
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The breathtaking
Yanbu coastline
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YANBU

The '‘Pearl of the Red Sea’ is the Saudi capital for diving,
making it a hub for adventure

e port of Yanbu is
a few hours west of
Madinah and has a
deep connection to
the ancient spice trade route
in the Red Sea. For many
years it acted as a pitstop for
merchants travelling along
the caravan route between
Egypt, Jordan and Jeddah.
Today its draw is the historical
area around the harbour
which comes to life at night.
Discover the area through the
bustling night market, Souq
Al Lail, and enjoy the Red Sea
caught fish while overlooking
the water.
Anyone on the hunt for a
beach break is truly spoilt for

choice at Yanbu with its white,

“Anyone on
the hunt for a
peach break
is truly spoilt
for choice at
Yanbu with its
white, velvet-
like sand
peaches and
calm warm
waters.”

velvet-like sand beaches and
calm warm waters. From
snorkelling to fishing, diving
and jet-skiing, there is no
shortage of water-based
activities for adventure-
seekers on one of the city’s
many beaches - whether
Barracuda Beach, the Yanbu
Al Bahr Beach, the Yanbu
Waterfront, or the Alaigh or
Al Nawras Island.

The location is particularly
attractive to divers. In fact,
it is called the ‘Pearl of the
Red Sea’ and is known as
Saudi’s scuba diving capital.
With a whole world to
explore underwater, Yanbu is
everything a diver could want.
Check out the Seven Sisters
coral reef chain, renowned for
hammerhead shark sightings.
The Abu Galawa part of the
Seven Sisters is famous for a
World War Il shipwreck where
a Chinese tugboat sank in
1947 and is today covered in
soft and hard corals. Truly an
explorer’s haven.

Check out Oyster Island
where you can spend the day
swimming or fishing before
drying off and heading to one
of the BBQ facilities to cook
your catch of the day.

Above water, opportunities
to explore include the Lake
Park, rich with lush greens,

a fountain and play area for
children. In the evenings the
park is lit up making for a
dazzling view.
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5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

Novotel Yanbu

Located just 20 minutes

from Yanbu Commercial Port
and 10 minutes from Yanbu
Airport, the hotel is nearby
the seaside where visitors can
enjoy swimming, snorkelling
and diving.

Within the hotel itself is an
outdoor pool, restaurant and
a café for beverages and light
meals any time of the day.
www.all.accor.com, (+966 14
398 0000)

Ibis Yanbu Al Bahr

Ibis Yanbu Al Bahr is located
in the city of Yanbu, a major
Red Sea port in Al Madinah,
province of western Saudi,
situated 300km northwest of
Jeddah.

The Ibis is just five minutes
from the commercial district
and old town. The 164-room
facility offers free Wi-Fi and
a pool on the terrace. There
is a casual bar where you can
enjoy snacks and beverages,
and a restaurant.
www.all.accor.com, (+966 14
354 0666)

Radisson Blu Hotel

Located by the Red Sea and
a 20-minute ride from the
airport is the Radisson Blu in
Yanbu which features a fitness
centre, pool and tennis court
There are several restaurants
on site including a snack

bar. High-speed internet is
included, and all rooms are
fitted with satellite TV.

The hotel is located a short
drive away from Yanbu'’s
commercial district, and is
near the Old Town.
www.radissonhotels.com, (+966
14 322 3888)
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Holiday Villa Resort

|deally situated next to the
azure ocean, this beachfront
hotel is 10km from Sharm
Yanbu and 5km from Yanbu
Mall, and also conveniently
only 8km away from the
Prince Abdul Mohsin Bin
Abdulaziz airport.

All guest rooms feature a
seating area and flat screen
TV, and some come with sea
views. The hotel also offers a
basic restaurant
www.holidayvilla.com, (+966 55
445 8006)

Hotel & Resort Golden Marina
The perfect hotel offering for
families, the Hotel & Resort
Golden Marina Yanbu has an
outdoor and indoor pool for
endless entertainment, and
offers both sea and pool view
guest rooms

The hotel also provides a full
kitchen complete with an
oven and refrigerator for all
your self-catering needs. It

is closely located to Sharm
Yanbu and Yanbu Mall.
www.goldenmarinaresort.com,
(+966 53 077 1100)



5 UNMISSABLE
THINGS TO DO

Go diving

You can enjoy some of the
best diving in Saudi in the
warm, rich waters of Yanbu,
and a handful of dive centres

in the city cater to underwater

adventurers. Winter is
probably the perfect time

to enjoy diving excursions
here as the water in this part
of the Red Sea doesn’t drop
below 20-degrees celsius.
Divers love to explore Seven
Sisters, best-known for its
hammerhead sharks, though
tiger sharks and tuna are
often seen too.

Abu Galawa is also a
favourite, surrounded by coral
grottoes, sharks and schools
of barracuda. The wreck of
the SS lona is now a stunning
living reef and popular dive
spot for the experienced.

Go beach-hopping
There is no shortage of
beaches and beach activities
In Yanbu. Barracuda Beach,
situated along the coral reef
chain off the coast of Yanbu
is a garden of underwater
passages that serve as a
glorious backdrop for fishing,
and offers the most incredible
snorkelling opportunities.
Yanbu Al Bahr Beach
offers seaside fun such as
horse riding and water sport
activities. Alaigh Beach’s
shoreline is bursting with
activities for families and
kids, from picnic spots, horse
riding, camel riding, quad
biking, and much more.

Lounge on a lake

Open to the public since 2014,
the Yanbu Lake Park is one of
the largest manmade lakes in

,’? ‘

Old townrYanbu

the country and is surrounded
by a beautifully maintained
green park in one of Yanbu'’s
affluent southern suburbs. It is
the perfect spot for a jog.

The lake is situated in the
industrial city, 3km from the
Red Sea, along Mina Street
next to the Equestrian Centre
It stands adjacent to the
monument statue, where
visitors can enjoy a stroll
down the walkways. There
are designated picnic areas
on the banks of the lake
surrounded by four small
waterfalls that light up during
the evening.

Soak in the local history
Yanbu Old Town is where

you will find most shopping
malls, historical sites and a
selection of restaurants. Also
in this quaint district is the old
home of Lawrence of Arabia.
In 2020, restoration began on
the traditional Arabian houses
made of coral stones and that
feature rawashin - projecting

latticed windows adorned
with intricate wood works.
Old Yanbu also has an open
square with a picturesque old
mosque made of coral stones.

Another must-see is the
old market - an indoor gallery
where visitors can enjoy the
authentic ambience of the
market while being sheltered
from the sun.

Discover Radwa Mount

To the northeast of the city,
Radwa Mount is a colossal
icon that stands 2,282-metres
tall. Its jagged peaks and
curious red colour have
inspired many Arabic poets,
including Hassan lbn Thabit,
who was one of the sahaba,
or companions, of the
Prophet Muhammad.

Radwa is the highest point
in the Al Nakhil range, known
for its honey and abundance
of wild nature, with wolves,
lynx, tigers and ibex roaming
the landscape. There are
regular tours to this location.
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AL BAHA

Unexpectedly lush, the region offers spectacular mountains
steeped in history, traditional food and intriguing adventure

hen you think
of Saudi, the
first thing that
springs to
mind is desert - mile upon
mile of arid land and a dry
climate. The freshness of
Al Baha’s lush greens and
winding valleys will come
as a welcome surprise. The
city in the Hijaz region sits
2,500 metres above sea
level and benefits from
milder temperatures than
those found around most
of the country making it the
perfect spot for hiking on
the magnificent mountains
and camping under the clear
starlit skies. If nature is your
thing, there are more than
40 forests surrounding the
city to explore, among them
pomegranate and apricot
orchards - a must-visit.
Of course, with the climate
comes the possibility of

SWIFT STATS:

There are more
than 40 lush green

forests surrounding
\N:ELER

rainfall so ensure you pack
rainproof clothing and avoid
valley floors which are prone
to flooding. History lovers will
also find themselves spoilt
at the famous marble village
of Dhee Ayn, on the way to
which you pass ruined towers
- a spectacle of their own.
And there is the Bin Rakosh
Palace, the oldest mansion,
built in 1825. At the ancient
Algehad Village, explore
the narrow streets of stone
houses and museums that
house heritage wares from
the earliest residents.

For a more adventure-
fuelled historical tour, head to

the scenic Sarawat Mountains
toward Al Baha and then
to the Shada mountain
formation, or Jabal Shada.
The area is made up of
giant granite rocks that date
back several million years to
before the Cambrian period
Grottoes and caves have
been built as a result of the
erosion that took place which
were then used by locals
as dwellings. Treat yourself
during your walk to the
region’s famous honey and
clarified butter dish together
with freshly baked bread and
local coffee

The destination is a haven
for avid campers thanks
to the favourable climate
Khairah Forest Park is the
most popular campsite, while
Raghadan Forest, Al Malad
Dam and the Shada Mountain
are also firm favourites of
those in-the-know.
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5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

Raghadan Tourist Complex
Fully furnished luxury villas
and apartments in the middle
of the Raghadan Forest in the
mountainous Al Baha region.
Part of the compound is
the famous Al Bustan BBQ
restaurant. It is further away
from the city and perfect for
those looking for privacy and
seclusion. But it is in very
close proximity to the cable
car station, so travel to the
city is easy if desired. It also
has great views across to the
Abha dam.
www.booking.com, (+966 17
724 1008)

Kyan Shada Al Baha
Kyan Shada Al Baha is located
in Baljurashi. Local points of
interest include Khalid ibn al
Walid Mosque, Abdullah ibn
Amr ibn al Aas Mosque, and
Ghodran General Hospital.
The hotel offers an indoor
pool, a café and a free
continental breakfast. Free
Wi-Fi is available in public
areas. Rooms are fitted with
flat-screen TVs and satellite
television. Kitchenettes offer
fridges, microwaves and
kitchenware and utensils
www.kyan-shada-albaha.
business.site, (+966 53 069
4448)

Swiss Spirit Hotel & Suites
Swiss Spirit Hotel & Suites
Al Baha consists of 92
rooms and suites. While
the hotel facilities include a
Swiss Flavours Restaurant
& Lounge, a Grill Room
restaurant and a MOODS
Shisha Lounge. Swiss Spirit
Hotel and Suites Al Baha is
located in Al Zargaa in the
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city centre of Al Baha.

The hotel is easily
accessible from the Al
Baha town centre and the
numerous parks for which
the region is well-known.
The hotel is a 40-minute
drive from the King Saud Bin
Abdulaziz Airport in Al Agiq.
www.swissspirithotels.com,
(+966 17 723 0330)

Fully Boutique Farm

For a stay that is closer to

nature, try the Fully Boutique

Farm. Ideal for larger groups.
The farmhouse has

three bedrooms and two

bathrooms and sleeps up to

Zee Ain Heritage Village

six. It comes complete with its
own lounge, bathroom, fully
functioning kitchen facilities
and has a courtyard where
you can spend the evenings.
www.airbnb.co.uk

Amasy Al Waha

Set in Al Agig, 38km from Al

Baha, Amasy Al Waha offers a

shared lounge and free Wi-Fi.
Some of the units feature

a satellite flat-screen TV,

a fully equipped kitchen

with a fridge, and a private

bathroom with a bidet and

slippers. Hiking can be

enjoyed nearby.

www.booking.com



Camp in a forest

Sprawling forests are the

norm in Al Baha making this

city a favourite among nature

lovers or those looking to

catch a break from urban life
The Khairah Forest

Park has some of the best

night views under the

starry Arabian sky. Visit

the Raghadan Forest next,

a family-friendly camping

spot that is closely located

to Al Baha's city centre.

The winding road near the

forest will lead you to a

spot loved by locals for its

beautiful vistas that offer a

breath-taking view of the

valley below. Don’t miss the

Al Malad Dam, a favourite

for campers on the hunt for

hidden gems with some great

areas for bird-spotting.

“If nature is
your thing,
there are
more than
40 forests
surrounding
the city to
explore,
among them
pomegranate
and apricot
orchards.”

The Al Khulb

Go hiking
The Shada Mountain is
perfect for anyone looking for
solace. Jagged cliffs and deep
precipices make for one of
the best climbs. Surrounding
the mountain is the historic
village of Dhee Ayn or the
Marble Village, as it has
been affectionately coined,
since the surface it sits on is
anything but smooth

Then there is Jabal Thera
or “Green Mountain”. The
peak south of Abha emits an
emerald glow across the city
at night. The best way to take
in the views and get to the
summit is via cable car. There
is also a restaurant and a café
here where you can enjoy a
360-degree view of the area.

Take in the history
Take time to explore the
architectural gems - the
AlKhalaf and AlKhalif Historic
Villages about 4km north of
the Qilwah governorate in Al
Baha. The two villages have
been restored to preserve
the heritage and traditional
architecture of the region.
Ancient Islamic inscriptions
with Quranic verses and
supplications can be found
on the basalt stones. Don’t
forget to check out the
Hanging Village of Al Habala
composed of a series of

sandstone homes perched
on the ledge of a sheer cliff,
made almost 400 years ago
by the Qahtan tribe who
reached the secluded spot by
rope ladder.

Shop the Souq

No trip is complete without a
souvenir. The historic Al Baha
Souq is one of the largest

in the region. The market is
held on Tuesdays and local
vendors from the Tihama
coastal strip bring their wares
to sell. You can find many
things from locally-sourced
honey, fish and basil, to crafts,
textiles and wickerwork. It's
worth a visit to get a glimpse
into local life and culture.

Enjoy the food

Given the influx of tourists

Al Baha receives; it comes

as no surprise that the food
offerings are hugely diverse.
If you're a seafood lover,
check out Fifth Season

For a more local but lighter
snack experience, check out
Backyard Café with its quirky,
nature-inspired décor; the
San Sebastian Cheesecake
comes highly recommended
If you're feeling adventurous,
why not try some camel
meat? Hashi Basha offers the
full experience complete with
spicy rice.
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ALULA

Fast becoming one of the most recognisable regions in Saudi,
merge ancient history with modern art

ne of the best
things about AlUla
is that it remains
largely off the
global tourism radar; a gem
waiting to be discovered.

It is home to the country’s
first UNESCO World Heritage
Site. While at the one end
AlUla is an architectural
marvel with its ancient
structures, on the other,
the inspiration it provides
to the arts, entertainment
and culture worlds give it a
modern spin.

AlUla is populated by
ancient tombs, the legacy
of a 7000-year-old human
civilisation. Some of the
spectacular rock formations
include the famous Elephant
Rock, aptly named due to its
elephant-like features - once
you've seen it, you can’'t
unsee it.

There are so many natural
wonders to be seen in AlUla
from the Oasis of AlUla which
offers cool respite with its
famous date palm groves and
aromatic citrus trees along
with harvests of wheat, barley,
olives, figs, and oats, to the
archaeological gem that is the
ancient tombs of Hegra.

Amongst the tombs built
by skilled masons of the past,
the Face Rock is nature’'s own
fascinating carving shaped
by erosion along the rock’s
surface. The Face Rock can
be found next to Jabal Al
Ahmar, named after the

vibrant red hued sandstone
cliff that houses 18 tombs.
AlUla’s cultural backdrop
makes it a huge draw for
artists and those with an
interest in art. Recently, the
Desert X AlUla took place,
a recurring, site-responsive,
international art exhibition.
Under the theme of Sarab,
the exhibition explored ideas
of mirage and oasis, both
intrinsic to desert history
and culture, that have taken
on complex worldwide
significance over time. And
the city has also hosted
world-class entertainment
and events, such as The
Winter at Tantora Festival
which featured light shows,
art installations from
renowned artists like Yayoi
Kusama and concerts from

global sensations like Enrique

lglesias and Andrea Bocelli

Maraya

“Some of the
spectacular
rock
formations
include the
famous
Elephant
Rock, aptly
named due to
its elephant-
like features.”
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5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

Sahary AlUla Resort

The resort is made up of 80
spacious rooms and suites
Each comes with own private
bathroom and terrace.

Dining options include the
Sahary Restaurant which is
open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. A buffet breakfast is
included in your stay. There is
also a game room and a pool
on site for chillaxing.
www.saharyalularesort.com,
(+966 55105 3222)

Habitas AlUla

Luxury living the eco-friendly
way. The Habitas Alula is
nestled in an ancient oasis

in the desert canyons of

the Ashar Valley and is
surrounded by sandstone
cliffs and palm groves. The
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resort features 96 guest
rooms and amenities include
a yoga deck, wellness centre,
fitness centre, restaurant and
swimming pool.

Each space is constructed
from ethically-sourced
organic material. The hotel
offers programmes from art
and culture walks to canyon
trekking yoga and meditation
There is also a weekly
outdoor film screening
featuring regional cultural
films and documentaries so
one can immerse themselves
fully in the local culture.
www.ourhabitas.com, (+966 14
821 3900)

Canyon RV Park

Probably one of the best
ways to experience AlUla
is via a Retro Airstream RV
which is set in the canyon
valleys of the region. It’s

camping, but on a way more
luxury level. The RVs are
situated not far from Elephant
Rock and are ideal if you
are a people-person with
opportunities to story swap
over a community fire pit
under a starlit sky, with cocoa
in hand, of course.

Each RV features a
bathroom, mini kitchen,
a patio area and there is
a continental breakfast
delivered each morning.
There is also a 24-hour front
desk for enquiries.
www.booking.com

Naseem Alouzaib

For an even more close-
to-nature stay, check out
the rural tents at Naseem
Alouzaib in the Altheeb area
of AlUla. The tents feature
free Wi-Fi and a garden
with an outdoor swimming
pool. Hegra is 1lkm away,
and Prince Abdul Majeed
bin Abdulaziz Domestic
Airport, only 45km from the
accommodation.
www.booking.com, (+966 55
532 8540)

Banyan Tree AlUla

For visitors hoping to

head to AlUla at the end

of 2022, you might be in

for a treat. Located in the

Ashar Valley near the city

of AlUla in the Madinah

Province, Banyan Tree AlUla

is set to open. Inspired by

more than 200,000 years of

human heritage and unique

landscapes that have created

the world’s largest museum
The tented resort is nestled

against the stunning rock

formations and is surrounded

with epic views from the

elegant one-, two- and three-

bed pool villas

www.banyantree.com



5 UNMISSABLE
THINGS TO DO

Visit Elephant Rock

The Jabal AlFil or Elephant
Rock is located 11km
northeast of AlUla, the natural
wonder is 17ft tall and sits
spectacularly against the
mountainous backdrop.

The marvel can be visited
any time day or night, and
has become a popular tourist
hotspot with its sunken
seating allowing you to
witness the sculpture turn
a fire red as the sun sets or
enjoy it under a sea of stars
sitting around a fire pit to
keep you warm.

Grab a bite to eat at one
of the on-site restaurants
like Salt burger bar or the
Elephant Rock Café by Key.

Visit Hegra

The country’s first UNESCO
World Heritage site, here
you'll find 110 incredibly
preserved tombs set in the
desert.

The site dates back to
before the first millennium
BCE but it was the location
of the Nabataean city from
the end of the first millennium
BCE into the first millennium
CE. As you wander between
the tombs, you will find
wells and stone-lined water
channels - evidence of
the Nabataen’s excellent
craftsmanship. A guided
tour is the best way to
explore Hegra and there are
numerous options available.
www.experiencealula.com

Take a helicopter tour

If you are unfazed by dizzying
heights, it is well worth

taking a helicopter tour for a
bird’s eye view of the iconic

Hop in a helicopter over AlUla

Elephant Rock and Hegra

The Helicopter Co. offers
a 30-minute ride that takes
you over seven of AlUla’s
most famous landmarks and
heritage sites. These include
Jabal AlFil, Hegra, the Hijaz
Railway and Maraya - the
world’s largest mirrored
building that reflects the
sun out to the sky. The three
heritage sites of Jabal Ikmah,
Dadan and AlUla Old Town
can also be seen.

Do the Heritage Oasis Trail
Nestled within the Wadi
AlQura (or Valley of Villages)
is AlUla oasis, a lush haven
populated with towering date
palms and aromatic citrus
trees along with harvests of
wheat, barley, olives, figs, and
oats. The AlUla Valley thrives
due to the drainage basin and
the oases natural springs.

Curated guided tours along
the trail are available. Local
elders are on hand to explain
the agriculture of the area
and there are opportunities
to feed the resident ducks,
chickens and sheep. A local
mint field offers the fun of
preparing a hot pot of mint,
lemon or ginger tea.

Dine Somewhere

Tucked cosily in the middle
of an oasis farm, Somewhere
restaurant fuses modern
dishes with traditional
Mediterranean flavours. There
is no specific origin to the
dishes served but its farm-to-
table concept keeps it fresh
and attractive. The settings,
surrounded by Palm Trees,
rustic seating, fluffy cushions
and glowy lights, add to its
charm. The restaurant is open
daily from 4pm to lam.
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TABUK

Ancient history, religion and breathtaking natural beauty can be
uncovered in this intriguing open air museum

nterested in ancient
history? You'll enjoy Tabuk
in northwestern Saudi,
which for a long time was
a resting place for pilgrims
travelling between Madinah,

Jordan and Egypt. As a result,

the historic city has many
captivating tales to share.
Tabuk is a land with great
religious significance. Ancient
archaeological sites help
set the story of the Prophet
Moses who resided there for
years. In Madyan, a town in
Al Bida’a, it is understood
Prophet Shuaib lived, while
Magna holds significance
within the Abrahamic
religions and is home to the
famous well (Bir Al Sa’idani)
that Moses is said to have
drank from

Prepare to be intrigued
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by historic surroundings at
every turn. The Jabal Hisma
mountain bears thousands of
early Kufic Arabic inscriptions
etched into its rock that date
back to the start of Islam

The city is rich in artefacts
and ruins, telling stories of
the travellers who moved
through the region centuries
ago. It is also the site of the
archaeological village of
Disa home to fascinating
ancient Nabataean tombs, the
facades of which are carved
into the rock formations

But Tabuk is also famously
known for marking the start
of the Saudi Coast, boasting
exquisite coastal towns with
crystal clear waters and
unspoiled sands. Voyage
further into the seas, you'll
find the wreckages of the

Georgias G boat which sank
following an accident in 1977
and the Catalina Seaplane
which lay beached since 1960
In terms of dining options,
you'll be spoilt for choice.
Menus are influenced by
the cultures in neighbouring
towns and even countries
Shrak, Alrashoof and Mansaf,
dishes that are all popular to
Jordanian culture are in fact
considered staples in Tabuk,
Also, communal dining is an
incredibly popular concept
- it is considered the norm.
You'll find that many of the
dishes on offer are designed
for sharing. Given the region’s
close ties to the sea, it's no
surprise that seafood is also
popular - the most famous
dish being siyadiah, a Syrian-
Lebanese fish and rice dish.



5 INCREDIBLE
PLACES TO STAY

Hilton Garden Inn Tabuk
Located close to several
government buildings, six
kilometres from Supermarket
Morooj Tabuk and seven
kilometres from the Al Sanabil
Shopping Centre, this hotel
0ozes convenience but in a
sleek, stylish way.

The Prince Sultan bin
Abdulaziz Airport and Tabuk
Castle are 15 minutes away,
accessible by shuttle arranged
by the hotel. Air-conditioned
rooms feature a desk, a kettle,
a minibar, a safety deposit
box, a flat-screen TV and
a private bathroom with a
hot tub. Continental and
buffet breakfast options are
available every morning.
www.hilton.com,

(+966 14 422 6116)

Mena Hotel Tabuk

MENA Hotel Tabuk is a mid-
upper scale hotel, hosting
guests within its 83 comfy
rooms and suites. Ideally
located in the northwestern
part of Saudi, the hotel
offers significant proximity
to governmental institutions,
shopping centres and main
transportation hubs.

Moreover, Tabuk
International Airport is only 10
minutes away from the hotel.
There is also a spa, fitness
centre and a café.
www.menahoteltabuk.com,
(+966 14 422 9999)

Holiday Inn Tabuk
The 83-room hotel is only
3km from Tabuk Regional
Airport. A hot buffet breakfast
is served each morning at the
Al Walima Restaurant, which
offers a wide range of oriental
and western food

If you're travelling as a
family, kids aged 12 and under
stay for free when sharing
their parents’ room. And up to
four kids aged 12 and under
can eat for free at any time, in
any of the on-site restaurants
www.ihg.com

Grand Millennium Tabuk

The 5-star hotel, located on
the Duba Road and Tabuk
University Complex, unfolds

a story of the bygone era and
is reminiscent of the vintage
steam engine. The hotel offers
218 luxury rooms, suites, and
a royal suite spread across six

Grand Millennium Tabuk

lavish floors

Those travelling between
the hotel and Prince Sultan
Bin Abdulaziz airport can
enjoy a 20-minute drive along
a straight road. Tabuk Park
Mall and the main shopping
centre are just 10 minutes
away from the hotel. The
hotel features an array of
dining options including an
international buffet offering,
a pool lounge, a café, and an
Arabesque restaurant.
www.millenniumhotels.com,
(+966 14 432 6000)

The Skyline Tabuk Hotel
The hotel opened in May
2021 and is centrally located,
around 4km from the Al Raqi
Mall and 4km from the Tabuk
Regional Airport.

The hotel offers a
restaurant, free parking,
fitness centre and bar.
Continental and buffet
breakfast options are
available, and the property
has an in-house sauna, salon
and business centre. Wi-Fi is
free throughout the property.
www.booking.com,

(+966 14 422 7552)
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5 UNMISSABLE
THINGS TO DO

Tabuk Castle
A grand structure in
the middle of the town,
considered to be the oldest
fortress in Tabuk, officially
dates to 1559.

The structure houses
two mosques that share
courtyards, stairwells and
watchtowers. Inside the
castle is also a museum which
showcases the early history of
the castle and city, providing
detail on famous explorers
like Ibn Battuta, and the
caravans of pilgrims that took
rest at the monument when
travelling between Makkah
and Al Madinah.

Maghaer Shuaib

A historical site that lies
225km northwest of Tabuk,
Magha’er Shuaib showcases
incredible, ancient facades
and tombs that were carved
into the sandstone rocks.
Steeped in history, the
location is famously known as
the place where Moses lived
after fleeing Egypt.

Due to the similarities
between “Hegra” and
“Magha’er Shuaib” in the
construction styles, many
observers do not realise that
they are actually two different
sites separated by about
400km towards the Red Sea.

Hijaz Railway Station
Originally built to transport
pilgrims between Damascus
in Syria and Madinah in
Saudi, the railway was
officially opened in 1908. Its
construction took eight years
to complete, and it traversed
1,320km of land. The cost
stood around US$16m.

34 Visit Saudi Road trips 2022

aer Shuaib

Contributions came from
the Turkish Sultan Abdul
Hammed, the Khedive of
Egypt, and the Shah of Iran.
The railway was, however,
severely damaged during
the First World War by the
infamous Lawrence of Arabia
and the Arab revolt. It was
officially abandoned in 1920.
Today, the history is explained
in an on-site museum housing
artefacts, manuscripts, and
photographs from the time.

Uncover wreckages

There are two notable
wreckages in Tabuk: the
Catalina seaplane wreckage
and the Georgios G.

The Seaplane, which ran
aground a coral reef in 1960
and was shot at more than
300 times, lies in two halves
on the shore.

The Georgios G. cargo
liner which had been built
to transport flour, tragically
caught fire in 1978 while out

at sea. The inferno lasted
several days. Today, the
metal framework of the ship
has become an oasis for
marine species such as coral,
sponges, fish and turtles.

Duba

A port city that locals refer to
as the ‘Pearl of the Red Sea’,
often drawing divers to the
sandy, coral-fringed island

of Al Numan. It is famed for
its seafood which you can
sample in restaurants like Al
Mina and Alseajan which sits
on the harbourside.

Be sure to check out the
popular tourist attraction King
Abdulaziz Fort, one of Saudi’s
youngest forts built in 1933
while Saudi was under the
rein of King Abdulaziz. The
intention was that it served as
government headquarters in
the city. Today, its preserved
remnants offer an insight
into a simpler time many
years ago.
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INTERNATIONAL
AIRLINES

GULF AIR:
Jeddah, Al Madinah
and Riyadh

EMIRATES AIRLINES:
Dammam, Jeddah,
Al Madinah and Riyadh

ROYAL JORDANIAN:
Dammam, Jeddah,
Al Madinah and Riyadh

ETIHAD AIRWAYS:
Dammam, Jeddah,
Al Madinah, Riyadh

AIR INDIA:
Dammam, Dhahran,
Jeddah, Riyadh

OMAN AIR:
Jeddah, Al Madinah, Riyadh

KLM:
Riyadh, Jeddah,
Dammam, Dhahran

TURKISH AIRLINES:
Al Qassim, Dammam,
Jeddah, Al Madinah,
Riyadh, Taif and Yanbu

PEGASUS AIRLINES:
Dammam and Jeddah

EGYPT AIR:
Abha, Dammam,
Qassim and Jeddah

KUWAIT AIR:
Dammam, Jeddah,
Madinah, Riyadh and Taif

MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES:
Dhahran, Jeddah,
Al Madinah and Riyadh

FLYDUBAI:

Abha, Dammam, Gassim,
Gizan, Ha’il, Jeddah,

Al Madlinah, Riyadh,
Tabuk, Taif

FLY DOMESTIC
AROUND SAUDI

SAUDIA:

Flies to more than 30
destinations including Abha,
Al Ahsa, Al Baha Alula,
Dammam, Hail, Jeddah, Al
Madinah, Najran, Neom,
Riyadh, Tabuk, Taif, Turaif,
Wadi Ad Dawasir, Wedjh,
Yanbu. www.saudia.com

SAUDIGULF:

Dammam, Abha, Jeddah,
Riyadh and Madlinah.

Nesma Airlines: Flies to Arar,
Dammam, Ha’il, Jeddah,
Jazan, Al Jawf, Al Madinah,
Qaisumah, Qassim, Rafha,
Riyadh, Tabuk, Taif, Turaif,
Yanbu

FLYNAS AIRLINES:

Riyadh, Jeddah and Madinah
and connects Dammam, Hail,
Abha, Baha, Qassim, Jazan,
Tabuk, Taif, Bisha, Gurayat,
Sharurah, Yanbu, Wadi

FLYADEAL:

Jeddah, Riyadh, Dammam,
Al Madinah, Qassim, Jazan,
Tabuk, and Abha, Hail, Taif,
Yanbu.

KEY AIRPORTS

RIYADH:

King Khaled International
Alirport is the second largest
airport in the country and

is the hub for FlyNas and
Saudia. Terminal 5 links to
Metro Yellow Line.

JEDDAH:

King Abdulaziz
International Airport is the
country’s busiest airport.
Shuttle buses run between
the terminals. It is 25km
from the centre of Jeddah.

DAMMAM:

King Fahad International
serves the whole eastern
region of Saudi, especially
the cities of Ras Tanura,
Qatif, Khobar and Dhahran.

YANBU:

The Prince Abdul Mohsin
Bin Abdulaziz Airport
offers both a domestic and
regional service. Carriers
include Flyadeal, FlyNas
and Nesma Airlines.

AL BAHA:

King Saud bin Abdulaziz
Airport is a domestic
airport serving Al Baha.
Airlines operating here
include Flynas and Saudia
The airport is about 45km
northeast of Al Baha, near
the town of Al Agiq.

ALULA:

Prince Abdulmajeed Bin
Abdulaziz Airport is the
closest airport to the
pre-Islamic archaeological
site of Hegra and AlUla
Heritage Village. The main
airlines serving the airport
are FlyDubai, Flynas and
Saudia.
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ON THE ROAD
IN SAUDI

Explore your adventurous side and set off across Saudi by car to
discover mountains, oases, volcanoes and more

2NN NN NN




ON THE MOVE

Road trips are often the greatest way to explore a country, and
Saudi is no different, but plan and pack smartly

= ol|den sands span
for miles. Bright red
and white splatters
across ashy grey
mountains resulting from
the lava trail of volcanic
eruptions. Azure waters that
sparkle when the sun hits.
Rainbow coloured coral reefs
with more types of aquatic
creatures than your mind can
even begin to comprehend.
It comes as no surprise
that Saudi is fast becoming
a hotspot for the world'’s
adventurers looking to take
to the country’s long and
winding roads. Home to five
UNESCO World Heritage
Sites, the country offers an
area of 215 million square-
kilometres to explore and
much of it remains untouched
since the government has
only recently ramped up its
tourism drive. One of the
somewhat positive things
to come out of the Covid
pandemic and its subsequent
travel restrictions was that
it forced people to explore
breaks and excursions closer
to home. Road trips became
favourable with a wider
audience and for GCC locals,
Saudi and all its hidden gems
were firmly on the agenda.
"People, especially fans of
culture, heritage and history
are increasingly drawn to
Saudi,” says Michael Pullman,
head of marketing of Wild
Frontiers Adventure Travels.
“Many find it fascinating to go

AlUla airstream

to the country that is always
so prominent on the news
and actually meet the people
and find out a bit more about
it than the just what the news
tells you. Saudi is definitely
the place for the culturally
curious traveller, certainly the
historical and cultural side.”

Exploring Saudi by way of
a road trip is probably top of
our list of recommendations,
mainly because you're able
to get fully involved in the
culture and stumble upon
hidden gems, unspoiled by
mass tourism.

Getting lost and speaking
to locals, we believe, are
among the best ways to make
these sorts of discoveries.
And, of course, a road trip
offers opportunities you'd
miss when travelling by
plane such as unique photo

opportunities or picking up
locally-sourced produce and
little handmade souvenirs
while passing through remote
villages off-the-beaten-track.

Another thing we'd
suggest: plan, but don’t over
plan. There’s an element
of excitement in getting
purposely lost in a new place.
Of course, you'll want to map
in the key sights and where
you will be sleeping so ensure
to plot those into your map.
But beyond the must-see-
spots, factor in some time
for a quick detour so you can
explore off-road and create
unigue memories.

There are some key
things to be aware of when
embarking on a road trip
through Saudi, so take note of
our top tips for a successful,
exciting exploration.
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Snacks and water O
The journey will be long,
and arduous. There
might be places to stop
along the way, but you
never know.

What happens if
you get lost? Pack a
few bottles of water
and some dry snacks
like crackers, biscuits,
crisps and dried fruits
and nuts to keep your
energy levels up. Travel
sweets are also great for
preventing dry mouth.

6

First Aid Kit
Hiking, diving, camel-
rides - there are so many
exciting adventures to
be had in Saudi, you just
never know when you
might end up with a cut
or a scrape

It's a good idea to
have a first aid kit on
hand with the essentials,
alcohol wipes, plasters,
bandages and antiseptic.

.0 Download a GPS
: It's fun to get lost..
sometimes. Probably
B not when you're
stuck with a bunch
of hungry, tired kids
in the car.
So, avoid it
as much as
possible. On that
note, it's worth
downloading a
GPS system like
Google Maps.

Toilet Breaks O
Petrol stations with
mosques are the best
places to stop ;
But also, be aware of
ropey reception
You'll be travelling
in remote and
off-road areas
and won't always §
have good /
connectivity.
It's an idea
to carry a
physical map
too, just in
case. And
any other activities that
don’t require connection.

Music Oererrereereneseeneeee
Take care not to play i
loud music during the

call to prayer - it is

forbidden

38 Visit Saudi Road trips 2022

3

Take cash
You will find yourself
stopping at the roadside
stalls for snacks or
hopping out of the car to
explore the rural villages,
so it's worth carrying

a bit of cash with you

to see you through the
sorts of events that don’t
call for card payments or
Apple pay.

O Playlist
There will be so much to
see which will keep you
captivated. But studies
suggest sound, along
with sight and smell
_ has the ability to evoke
D emotionally-charged
memories.
) There’s no feeling
like re-hearing a song
to take you back to the
memory of the place
you heard it. If you
have kids, let them get
involved and add their
favourite songs to keep
them entertained on the
trip. Mix it up with some
audiobooks too.




Drive carefully ©
Look out for sand in
which you can easily get
car wheels buried in
Speed bumps are not
always marked so keep
eyes on the road to
avoid sudden breaking
and any accidents

Keep the petrol tank full
as petrol stations can

be few and far between
- ensure you fill up
whenever possible

Mileage limits. O-wweeeen ’

Saudi is VAST. You can
drive endlessly and not
get very far at all.

It's important to
note that a lot

of car rental
companies

do have a
200-250km
per day limit,
after which it
becomes chargeable. It's
important to map out
your route with correct
estimates and consider
overnight stays in areas
where you don’t need to
use the car to bring your
average mileage down
to under 250km per day.

Chargers o
Google maps is no good
on a dead phone/iPad

You want to be fully
charged in case of
emergency too, so this is
probably top of our list
of essentials.

o] Speed limit

signs and
cameras 6 0
Signs are

only in Arabic,

it's worth downloading
a guide like Road Signs
app or learning the
basic signs before you
go. Speed cameras on
roadsides are in grey.

Car checks (S

Check the brakes, tyre
pressure and battery.
Ensure you have a
spare tyre and that
it's been checked for
damage or air pressure
loss. Also pack a tow
rope - just in case you
do get stuck in the sand!

“Many find it
fascinating
to go to the
country that
Is always so
prominent on
the news and
actually meet
the people
and find out
a bit more
about it”

O Car hires
If your budget
allows, consider
a 4x4. You'll be
navigating between
rocky and sandy
terrain, so a four-wheel
drive is ideal - and a lot
more fun.

But they cost
more to hire,
and fuel is
pricier. If hiring
a car in Saudi,
you'll likely need an
international driving
permit and will need to
get one before entering
Saudi. You will also need
a credit card as rental
companies need to issue
a holding charge for
the hire.
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OAD TRIP
OUTES




& DURATION: 3 hours 23 minutes (288km)

IT STO

is is a great day trip

for road trip newbies,

those getting used

to roads in Saudi, or
those with young families.
Pick up the car in Khobar
then take a 30-minute drive
into the Dammam corniche.
Here you can head to Half
Moon Bay where you will
want to check out the
Jawzaa Algahtany mosque; a
magnificent white structure
which sits along the seafront.
It's just as stunning at night

®THE ROUTE: Khobar - Dammam (via Al Jubail)
Jawzaa Algahtany mosque, Half Moon Bay, Fanateer Bea

when its arches are floodlit.
If you're after peace and
quiet, floating in the high-salt
content seas at Half Moon
Bay is akin to meditation.
Or, for the thrill-seekers
among you, partake in one
of the water sports activities
on offer like jet-skiing,
flyboarding, parasailing or
diving in the Red Sea.
Resume your journey and
head to Fanateer Beach in
Al Jubail, renowned as one
of the best beaches in Saudi
thanks to its flawless white
sand and crystal-clear water.
Enjoy a picnic by the
fountains or dine in one of
the several restaurants nearby
that offers everything from
seafood to snacks, and local
cuisine. Or rent a rod and try
your hand at fishing. If scuba
diving is your thing, this is
a great place to experience
it. The return journey to
Dammam will take you just
over an hour.

“Head to
Fanateer
Beach in

Al Juball,
renowned as
one of the
best beaches
in Saudi
thanks to its
flawless white
sand and
crystal-clear
water.”
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Hail flea market

& DURATION: 10 hours 33 minutes (1,053km)
$@THE ROUTE: Riyadh - Alula (via Hail)
= PIT STOP: Museum of Al Saud House, Hail flea market, Al Gharameel

ick up the carin
Riyadh. Head to Diriyah
and the UNESCO
Heritage site At-Turaif
and try catch the Museum
of Al Saud House which
showcases the history of
the ruling family and Saudi’s
heritage.
Then commence the drive
into Hail which will take you
around six hours. Consider
a long or overnight stop in
Hail - perhaps camp under
the stars? There is much to
see in this historic and cultural
hotspot including the Hail
flea market, one of Saudi’s
last proper flea markets,
where you can be sure to bag
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yourself a treasure.

In the Al Nafud desert you
can find the UNESCO World
Heritage Site of Jubbah,
home to 10,000-year-old rock
carvings that must be seen.

In the centre of Hail, you'll
discover three castles: Aarif
Fort, Barzan Castle and Al
Qishlah Castle, the first of
which is used as a meeting
place to view the Ramadan
moon and to fire the iftar
cannon to mark the end of
the day’s fast.

Once you've exhausted
Hail, jump back in the car and
embark on the four-and-a-
half-hour journey to Alula,
where you should check out

the UNESCO World Heritage
site of Hegra. You'll find lots
of incredible natural rock
formations here including the
popular Elephant Rock where
you can enjoy a bite to eat
amid the views, and check
out The Arch, also known as
the Rainbow Rock around 90
minutes from Alula - a natural
sandstone arch, which makes
for a truly great photograph.
Visitsaudi.com has even
more ways to make the most
of your travels across Saudi
with its self-guided Historic
Tales of Alula tour. Journey
to Hegra, ancient tombs
and abandoned village and
Elephant Rock, of course.
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Elephant rock in AlUla




& DURATION: 12 hours 39 mins (1,285km)
®THE ROUTE: Dammam - Makkah (via Riyadh and Taif)

k= PIT STOP: Share Al Hob Souq, Edge of the World, Floating Mosque

is cross-country

trip is a good one for

a group of friends

and explorers. At the
starting point of the modern
metropolis that is Dammam,
get yourself to the Share Al
Hob Soug, where you may
encounter traders, performers
and street musicians. A big
part of the action happens
down a central street where
locals barter with street
traders for their array of
wares including handcrafted
carpets, ceramics, incense
and fabrics. At night the area
comes to life with performers,
live-sketch artists and
museums. Enjoy these over a
falafel or a shawarma.

A four-hour drive will

take you into Riyadh. Here,
visit the famous Edge of the
World (Jabal Fihrayn) named

Taif elega
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“Roads are
strewn with
fruit markets
and rose
farms. Taif

IS actually
known as ‘the
city of roses’,
famous for
the flower
that grows in
its wadis and
mountains.”

after the uninterrupted view
of the horizon it offers atop
a 300-metre-high cliff, that
overlooks the surrounding
plain. An Instagram moment.

The next leg of the journey
to Taif is seven-and-a-half
hours long. But just getting
to Taif is a ride worth waiting
for. You'll pass towering
mountains and deep valleys.
Roads are strewn with fruit
markets and rose farms. Taif is
actually known as “the city of
roses”, famous for the flower
that grows in its wadis and
mountains. Head up the Jabal
Dakka in Al Shafa the highest
peak of the mountains at 3km
above sea level. The views
of the city of Taif below are
unparalleled. It's also worth
checking out one of the
rose plantations such as the
King Faisal Park in Qadeera
where you can also get your
hands of some of rose-based
perfumes and oil.

An hour-and-a-half later,
you will arrive at Makkah - if
Muslim, take the opportunity
of visiting some of the key
sites such as the Masjid al
Haram (Great Mosque of
Makkah), the Kaaba (the
shrine important in the hajj),
and the Jabal al Nour - home
to the Cave of Hira famously
known as the site where the
Prophet Muhammad received
his first revelation.

Another hour later, you
will arrive in Jeddah, well
known for its buzzing art
scene. Check out the floating
mosque - Al Rahma - which
is suspended on white stilts
above the waves.



Palmt

@ DURATION: 13hrs 57 mins (1,383km)
$THE ROUTE: Al Ahsa Oasis - Hegra (via Buraidah and Hail)

k= PIT STOP: Alfashekha Mosque, A’arif Fort, Barzan Castle and Al Qishlah Castle,

= tart in Al Ahsa Oasis.
With so much to take
in here you're unlikely
Q" to ever want to leave
The largest self-contained
oasis in the world delivers
an abundance to explore,
whether it is the historic
mosques or the epic views.
The next leg of the journey
to Hail is nine-hours long,
so be sure to make regular
stops along the way. You'll
pass through Al Majma’ah
and while it’s not one of the
most popular Saudi cities, it
is worth stopping over. The
area has a rich heritage so
look to discover its history,
traditions and artwork. Check
out the Alfashekha Mosque
while here. Jump back in the
car Hail-bound. Once you hit
Hail, head to the Al Nafud
desert to take in the views
of the stunning red sands.
Hail is home to Jubbah, now

“The largest
self-contained
oasis in the
world delivers
an abundance
to explore in
this beautiful
region,
whether it is
the historic
mosgues

or the epic
views.”

classified as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. You could also
visit the historic Aarif Fort,
Barzan Castle and Al Qishlah
Castle in the centre of the city.

In Buraidah, you'll want to
visit the museum which gives
you insight into the culture
and history of the Al Qassim
region. On display, is the car
used by King Abdul Aziz on
his visit to the city.

The next leg is seven-hours
to AlUla. Here, seek stunning
rock formations that the city
is famous for, or head to see
the famous volcano Harrat
Uwayrid.

Looking for more
inspiration? Check out
visitsaudi.com for the 15-hour,
self-guided AlAhsa Oasis tour.
It takes you across parks,
souks, amazing landscapes
and let’s you sample
delicacies along the route.
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A DURATION: 13 hours (274km)
@ THE ROUTE: Jeddah - Jeddah (Red Sea Day)

rive this route to
discover what the
Red Sea city is all
about with this self-
guided tour from visitsaudi.
com that lets you combine
your journey with incredible
sunsets, beach time and
delicious breaks. Start the day
the right way with breakfast
at Shobak bakery in Jeddah.
Enjoy a cheese pie and take
a few for your travels. The
next leg of the journey will
take you to the scenic Yam
Beach where you can enjoy
a few hours by the sea after
the 100-kilometre drive. Yam
Beach is located in King
Abdullah Economic City
and offers a variety of water
sports as well as fresh juices.
Take @ moment to enjoy
the sea views. If you're after
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= PIT STOP: Yam Beach, Juman Park, Thuwal

“Discover
what the
Red Sea
city is all
about and
its stunning
attractions
with this
self-guided
tour from
visitsaudi.
com”

more action and adventure
on a different set of wheels,
drive just 10 minutes to the
Lagoona Campsite where you
can have a guided one-hour
safari on an off-road desert
vehicle with D-Bob Tours.
Then continue on to enjoy
prime sunset views while you
refuel at Bert's Café in King
Abdullah Economic City.

Another short drive is
Juman Park. Spend a view
hours enjoying the scenic
park by the creek. You can
even play a round or two of
mini golf inside the park.

The last stop is Thuwal,
which is 30 minutes away.
Fan of seafood? Put Al Sayed
on your map. It's one of the
country’s oldest restaurants
and promises the freshest
catches.



®DURATION: 22hrs 34mins (2,100km)

@ THE ROUTE: Jeddah - Jeddah (via Madinah, Tabuk, Umluj and Yanbu)
k= PIT STOP: Madinah battlefields, Ruins of Tayma, Harrat Lunayyir

ick up the car in

Jeddah before driving

into Al Madinah, a

journey which will
take you a little over four
hours. Parts of central Al
Madinah will be off limits to
non-Muslims such as The
Prophet’s Mosque but there
are some historical sites that
can be visited. There is even
an Al Madinah Hop-On, Hop-
Off sightseeing bus which
involves a guided tour of the
main sites in the city.

From here, drive three-
and-a-half hours to AlUla.
Check out the Heritage Oasis
Trail where you can speak to
elders about the history of the
area while relaxing under the
shaded date palms

The next four-hour leg of
the journey will take you into
Al Qadimah, Tabuk. Visitors
come here for its ancient
archaeological sites and
the setting of the story of

the Prophet Moses. Check
out the Ruins of Tayma, the
oldest human settlement
discovered in Saudi believed
to have been inhabited
initially during the Bronze
Age (3300-1200BQO). It’s also
worth exploring the various
shipwrecks in the city, notably
the Georgios G. ship and the
Catalina airboat (early 1900s).

Once you've exhausted
the treasures of Tabuk,
commence the five-and-a-half
hour trip to Umluj where you
can head to the beach, or one
of the several mountains or
dormant volcanoes such as
the Harrat Lunayyir or Jabal
Abiyadh. If you're looking to
spend the night, why not try
camping? The Royal Tours
Permanent Camp comes
highly recommended.

After this head into Yanbu,
famous for its snorkelling. The
return to Jeddah is a three-
and-a-half hour journey,

“Check out
the Ruins of
Tayma, the
oldest human
settlement
discovered in
Saudi believed
to have been
inhabited
initially during
the Bronze
Age (3300-
1200BC).”
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& DURATION: 22hours 56 mins (2,053km)
®THE ROUTE: Riyadh - Jazan (via Wadi ad Dawasir, Taif, Abha)
k= PIT STOP: Al Hada Mountain, Souq al Khamis, Farasan Island

e drive from Riyadh
to Wadi ad-Dawasir
is over six hours
Around 2,000 years

ago the city was thriving
thanks to efficient use of
underground water resources
and income from trade
Located about 100km south
lies Qaryat Al Faw, the capital
of the first kingdom of central
Arabia. Two of the earliest
remains - the temple of
Shams and the altar of Aabit
- indicate that a city was

built around the end of the
4th century BCE. Around the
middle of the third century
BCE, the Mineans from
Yemen, who were heavily
engaged in the caravan
trade, settled in Qaryat al
Faw and built a sanctuary as
an offering to Athtar Wadd
Things you can expect to see

include ruins of ancient wells
and houses.
It's then another six hours
into Taif, where there is
lots to see. Consider an
overnight stop here and
check out the Al Hada
mountain - Saudi’s longest
cable car runs between
the mountain and the wadi
floor. The Light Walkway is a
recommended trail for all the
family, including kids, and it
colourfully lights up at night.
Leaving Taif, seven hours
later you will arrive in Khamis
Mushait, a city known for
its cultural heritage and
agricultural richness. It is
the fourth largest city in the
country and is famous for its
Thursday markets. The Green
Mountain, named after the
green lights surrounding it,
is worth seeing, and if you

happen to be in the area on a
Thursday, check out the Souq
al Khamis where independent
merchants, local farmers and
Bedouins sell their wares.
Travel a couple of hours to
the east from Khamis Mushait
and you will end up in Abha,
where you could visit the
Al Muftaha Village, a little
quarter around a mosque
that is covered in calligraphy.
If you're a fan of arts, you
will adore this village which
is dotted with small galleries
showcasing the work of
artists and craftspeople of the
region. Finally, take the short
drive to Jazan, to complete
the final leg of the journey.
Perhaps drive to the stunning
Farasan Island, famous for its
biodiversity with pristine coral
reefs - an absolute must for
keen divers.
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TAKE A TOUR

SAUDI ARABIA

TRAVEL TOURS

Day tours covering
Jeddah, Riyadh, Diriyah
and Al Ahsa. Main
attractions covered include
Riyadh Museum, fort and
palace city tour, Jeddah
Al Balad, New Jeddah
and the corniche, Al Ahsa
Mountains and Green
Desert Oasis, Diriyah
Heritage Tour with AMA
Art Gallery and Al Awad
Grand Mosque.
www.saudiarabiatravel
andtours.com

SAUDI ARABIA TOURS
An eight day package
covering Riyadh, AlUla and
Jeddah, explore museums,
shopping in souks and
hiking. Accommodation is
included. Key sites include
Murraba Palace, Hegra,
Elephant Rock, Wadi Al
Disah and Al Balad. Other
tours include a 13-day
package of Saudi, perfect

Saudi City tour

for archaeology lovers, a 14-
day tour of Riyadh, Al Qassim,
Hail AlUla, Hegra, Jeddah, Taif
and Abha, or a six-day tour
of Jeddah, Umluj and AlUla.
www.saudliarabiatours.net,
(+966 55 801 8938)

SHOWAROUND

For a look through a local
lens at any of the wonderful
gems Saudi has to offer,
Showaround pairs

you with a local guide. This
allows you to see a beautiful
and more authentic version
of the guide’s city. Jeddah,
Diriyah, Dammam, AlUla
and Riyadh are all locations
covered. Some guides are
free while other locals charge
a fee.
www.showaround.com

TOURS BY LOCALS

This service pairs you with a
local for you to get an inside
view into various areas of
Riyadh specifically. You could
take a full day private driving
tour from Riyadh to the Edge
of the World, perfect for

hiking fans. Or try a full day
historical city tour.
www.toursbylocals.com

WILD FRONTIERS

If you're after a more social
way to visit Saudi, Wild
Frontiers offers group
tours for up to 12 people
with knowledgeable local
guides and an expert tour
leader. An 11-day tour
which starts in Jeddah
and ends in Riyadh

allows you to uncover

the archaeological
treasures of AlUla and
the Hutaymah volcanic
crater will set you back
around US$6,155 inclusive
of food, accommodation
and transport. The tour
also includes a visit to

Al Madinah, which was
until recently off limits to
non-Muslims but is slowly
changing and now allows
viewing of some of the key
historic sites of the city.
www.wildfrontierstravel.
com, (+44 203 925 9978)

SELF-GUIDED TOURS

Inspired to tour around
Saudi without a guide? There are
incredible routes
for every traveller and time.
For a wide variety of
self-guided tours,

check out visitsaudi.com.
routesuvisitsaudicom
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